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Dan's al Desk

In my private devotional time I've been reading the book of John. It seems that
each time | read it | find something “new” or something that strikes me in a different
way. Anyway, as | was reading John’s account of the feeding of 5000 and its surround-
ing verses | found one of those things that hadn’t caught my eye before.

It was just one day after Jesus had provided a feast for thousands with 2 fish
and 5 loaves of bread. He was in the fishing village of Capernaum and was once again
mobbed by the people who had experienced the miracle of the picnic on the hill. In the
discussion that takes place there, Jesus says simply, “l am the bread of life. No one who
comes to me will ever be hungry again” (Jn 6:35a).

They didn’t hear Jesus’ words, “no one will ever be hungry again.” Instead they
zoned in on His claim to be from heaven. But then He gave them something else to
argue about. He said, “Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; this bread is my
flesh, offered so the world may live” (Jn 6:51b).

That really set them off! Now they accuse Him of encouraging cannibalism
which was strictly forbidden by the Law. In fact, it sent such a chill through the audi-
ence that John says, “At this point many of His disciples turned away and deserted
Him” (John 6:66). That’s the point that had escaped me before. But it is a central point
to the chapter and brings a GREAT lesson with it.

To “eat His flesh” is to be fully committed as His disciples. It means that we set
aside our preconceived ideas and look at our discipleship through His eyes, with His
heart and His commitment. But there are many of His teachings that are hard to ac-
cept. Particularly when they take me down a road that is either convicting to me or
goes against what we’ve always known.

When we are confronted with the reality of what is expected of us as followers
of Jesus we have to make a choice. Far too many choose to “turn away and desert
Him”. Precious few will stick it out with the words Peter uttered on behalf of the 12,
“Lord, to whom would we go? You alone have the words that give eternal life” (Jn
6:68).

Which will YOU choose? (Dan Boggs)






